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Agenda

This is what we will do today

• Simple 'Hello World’ 

• DA Event Scope 

• Custom Selectors 

• Debugging 

• Passing Data for Processing 

• Good/Bad Practices

• Q&A



My journey

• AUSOUG APEX webinars

• NZ APEX meetup organizer

• APEX blogger         

• Conference speaker

• Developer since 2006



Dynamic Actions FAQ

Gathered info from the field:

• Colleagues

• Mentored/trained people

• New developers

• From conferences



What are DA? What do they 

allow me to do?

Q#1



Definition

DA is a reaction to a page event!



DA at glance



https://www.foex.at/c/The_State_of_Oracle_APEX_Development_Report_2018.pdf

FOEX survey 2018





Let’s create our first DA



When should I use a DA? 

How do I create one?

Q#2



DA Skeleton



What are most common 

DA?

Q#3



Examples

Events triggered by user interaction

• Show/Hide

• Enable/Disable
• On change

• On button click

• On page load

• On data save

• Set value 

• Refresh report

EVENTS ACTIONS



What is an Event Scope?

Q#4



How to respond to any 

element on the page?

Q#5



Demo time



Learn your selectors...

Select a page element

With an DOM id → #my_id

With a class → .my_class

Or any HTML tag $( "div.alert" ).parent()



Why did my DA stop 

working?

Q#6



Many reasons…. but no need to panic



101 Debugging



How do I stop subsequent 

DA from triggering?

Q#7



Why?

Since individual actions do not have conditions associated

Undocumented JS function

• apex.da.cancelEvent

• It will run all code in same action



How do I pass data to DA 

for processing?

Q#8



Demo time



Passing data

1. Using element attributes and classes  



Passing data

2. Using data attributes 



Passing data

3. Using APEX.event api
apex.event.trigger

(document,'deleteEmp',[{action:'rejecting', 

id:'#ID#'}]);



Bad practices?



Example #1

• Naming

• Multiple set value actions over using one 

single action

Good example

Change EMPNO hide summary report

Set event address from webservice



Example #2

Consolidate if possible

Review as you go



Example #3



Example #4



Example #5

from FABE factory – too much custom JS is bad or is it?



Summary

• Find balance
▪ You still have to maintain and debug when issues arise

• Consolidate 
▪ if it can trigger on same event or global page

• Minimize custom code
▪ Don’t be afraid to use it                    

▪ Structure it well and have standards

• Think security
▪ Apply server side security too

▪ Don’t trust user inputs 



Questions

Thank you for attending



https://emedcert.com/blog/thoughts-on-ALS-ice-bucket-challenge

Presentation 
challenge
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Resources

• Documentation apex.oracle.com/JSAPI

• Sample Dynamic Actions application

• APEX office hours video - http://tiny.cc/nx0scz

• Jackie Mcilroy - http://tiny.cc/uz0scz

• Juergen Schuster - http://dynamic-actions.com

• DA by Explorer - http://tiny.cc/rf1scz

• Vincent Morneau - vmorneau.me/avoid-javascript-mess/

• 5.1 tutorial - http://tiny.cc/8m1scz

DEMO APP (download the application)

• https://apex.oracle.com/pls/apex/f?p=84111:13

http://tiny.cc/nx0scz
http://tiny.cc/uz0scz
http://dynamic-actions.com/
http://tiny.cc/rf1scz
http://vmorneau.me/avoid-javascript-mess/
http://tiny.cc/8m1scz
https://apex.oracle.com/pls/apex/f?p=84111:13

